





{ 337 ] 





— ery 








THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, O®€ober 13, 1788. 





An Abridgement of Mr. Keate’s Account of the Pelew 
Ifands, fituated in the Weftern Part of the Pacific Ocean. 


[Continued from page 320.) 


N the 14th, in the morning, Arra Kooker, the other 
brother of the King, returned to the ifland where the 
Englith were, and brought with him one of the King’s fons. 
He informed Captain W. that his brother was on his way 
back ; but that the eanoe he was in had not been able to make 
fuch good way againit the wind as his had done, which was the 
reafon he was not yet arrived: and he added, that the King 
gave them free leave to build their veffel, either where they 
were, or in the ifland where he lived, and where they would 
be more immediately under his protection. Soon after Mr. 
M. Wilfon returned, and the account which he gave of his 
expedition was tothe following purport : 

‘* When the canoe which I went in approached the ifland 
where the King lives, avait concourfe of the natives ran out of 
their houfes to fee me come on fhore, The King’s brother took 
me by the hand, and led me up to wie town, where a mat was 
{pread for me, of a fquare pavement, ani I was directed to fit 
cownon it. In alitile time the King appeared, and being 
pointed out to me by his brother, I rofe and made my obeilance 
after the manner of Eaftern nations, by lifting my hands to my 
head, and bending my body forward; buat be did not feem to 
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pay any attention to it. I then offered him the prefents which 
my brother had fent by me, and he received them in a very gra- 
cious manner. His brother now talked a great deal to him, the 
purport of which, as I conceived, was to acquaint him with 
our difafter, and the number of us ; after which the King ate 
fomeof the fugar-candy, feemed to relith it, and diftributed a 
little of i¢ to feveral of his chiefs, and then direéted all the 
things to be carried to his own houfe. This being done, he or- 
dered refrefhments to be brought for me: the firfl confifted of a 
cocoa-nut fhell of warm water, ‘fweetened with molaffes : after 
tafting it, he dire€&ted a little boy, who was near him, to climba 
cocoa-nut tree, and gather fome frefh nuts ; he cleared one of 
them from the hufk, and after tafting the “milk of it, bad the 
boy prefent it tome, making figns for me to drink the milk, 
and then return the not to him; and when [had done fo he 
broke the thell in two, ate a little of the meat, and then re- 
turned it to me to eat thereft. A great crowd of the natives 
had by this time farrounded me, who were curious and eager to 
examine my clothes and perfon ; but as it began to be dark, the 
King, *his brother, myfelf, and feveral others vetized intoa 
large houfe, where fupper was brought in, confifting of yams 
boiled whole, and. others boiled and beaten together, as we 
fometimes co potatoes ; there were hikewife fome fhell-fith, but 
I could not determine wiatthey were. After fupper I was con- 
Cucted to another houfe, at fome diftance from the firit, by a 
female. Herel found at leaft: forty or fifty men and women ; 
and fignsiwere made for me to fit or lic down on a mat, which 
feemed fpread on purpofe for me to fleep on : and after all the 
company had {fatisfied themfelves with viewing me, they went to 
ileep, and | Jaid myfelf down on the mat, and refted my head 
on a Jog, which thefe people ule asa pillow, and drew another 
mat, which: alfo feemed laid for the purpofe, over me. I was 
unable even to flumber, but lay perfelly ftill ; and fome confi- 
cerable time after, when ail was quiet, about eight men arole, 
and made two. great fires at each end of the houfe, which was 
not divided by partitions, but formed one large habitation, 
‘This operation of their’s, I confefs, alarmed me very much in- 
deed! I thoughtot acthing lets, than that they were going ta 
roaft me, aud that they nad only laid themielves down, that 
i might crop afleep, fur them to difpateh me in that fituation, 
However, as there was no poiibility of efcaping the miichief, 
it any were intended, I coliected all my fortitus te, and recom. 
mended myfelf vo the Supreme Difpofer of ali events. I lay 
itil, expeCiang esery mokent to meet my fate; but, to my 
greatdurprize, efter ding a whileto warm themielves, | pere 
ceived 
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ceived that they all retired again to their mats, and ftirred no 
more till daylight. I then gotup, and walked about, furround- 
ed by great numbers of men, women, and children ; and, io 
a little time, was joined by the King’s. brother, who took me 
to feveral houfes, in every one of which I was entertained with 
yams, cocoa nuts, and fweetmeats. I was afterwards conducted 
to the King, to whom I fiznified, by figns, that I withed much 
to return to my brother: he underftood me perfectly, and exe 
plained to me, by figns alfo, that the canoes could not go out, 
on account of the great wind. I fpent the remainder of the 
day in walking about the ifland, and obferving its produce, 
which confilted chiefly of yams and cocoa-nuts : the former 
they cultivate with great care, in large plantations, which are 
allin fwampy watery ground, fach as the rice grows in, in 
India. The cocoaenats grow chiefly about their houfes, as does 
alfo the betle-nut, which they chew as tobacco.”’ 

The favourable account which Mr. Wilion brought, joined to 
the meflage the King had fent to the Captain by his brother 
and fon, put all oar people into great fpirits 3 10 that they ap- 
plied to their feveral avocations with redoubled vigour, and 
particularly co getting every thing they could from the wreck. 

On the 15th, the Englifh were informed that the King was 
coming ; and joon after they faw a great number of canoes 
turning the poiat which formed the harbour; but the King 
ftopped as foon as he got within the bay, and directed one 
{guadron of the canoes, which were all armed, to retire to the 
back of the ifland ; thinking, probably, that fo great a number 
of armed people would create an alarm among the ftrangers. 
Hethencame forward with the reft, in great form, and with 
much parade, as far as the tide, which was then low, would 
permit them ; and it was fignified to Capt. W. by the Kiag’s 
brothers, that he fhould then go and meet him, Accordingly 
two of his own people took hia on their fhoulders, and carried 
him through the water to the King’s canoe, which he was re« 
quefted to enter ; and he and the King, whofe name was Abba 
Taulle, embraced one another, The Captain then related the 
nature of their misfortune to Abba Thalle, by means of the two 
Malays, and repeated his requeft to be permitted to build a 
veflel to carry them home ; and the King again gave his per= 
mifion for them to build it, either where they were, or at the 
illand where he refided; recommended the latter, adding, 
that the ifland on which they had landed was unhealthy, which 
was the reafon it was not inhabited ; and chat he apprenended 
they would be ill when another wind began toblow. The 
Captain informed him, that they had a perfoa with them whofe 
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bufinefs it was to cure difeafes ; and that-it would be very in- 
convenient to them if they removed farther from the wreck of 
their veffel, becaufe they could not then procure from her fach 
things as they might want, without much trouble and lofs of. 
time. To thefe reafons the King affented ; and making figns 
that he wifhed to land, the Captain was carried on fhore by 
his people, and Abba Thulle, ftepping into the water, followed 
him. He viewed all the tents, and the ftores and arms which 
they had got on fhore, with great attention, as his two brothers 
had done before. He accepted of fuch refrefhments as they 
had to give him, 2s well as the prefents which were offered to 
him ; and, toward evening, he went away to the back of the 
afland, with all his attendants, feemingly much gratified with 
what he had received and feen ; but his two brothers, with 
their attendants, remained with the Englifh. 

The next morning they began laying down the blocks and 
ways for building their tatended veffel; and in the afterncon 
the King apaimecame round to the cove where the Englith were. 
Capt. W. and his people had obferved a gloom on the faces of 
the King’s two brothers all that morning, and now perceived 
the fame thoughtfulrefs, or, as they interpreted it, coo!nefs, cn 
that of the King, which gavethem much uneafinefs, becaufe 
they coald neither tell how they had given offence, nor how to 
remove it. Capt. W. was again requeiled to go to the King in 
his canoe, with which he readily complied ; and there, after 
mach apparent ftruggle within himfelt, Abba Thulle told him, 
that he was then at waz with fome of his neighbours, who had 
jnjored bim 3 and chat having learnt, from what his brothers 
had feen, and the Malay had told them, of the effects of their 
fire-arms, he withed him to lend him four o7 five of his people, 
to go with them inafew days to battle againit their enemics ; 
not doubting but that they would give them the mott decided 
vittory. Capt. W. not knowing what might be the confe- 
quence of arefofal, inilantly rephed, that the Englith were as 
his own people ; that the enemies of the King were their ene- 
mies ; and tbat the people he afked for thouid be ready whea 
they were wanted. ‘I'he countenance of the King, nis bro- 
thers, and all their attendants, inftantly brightened op; and 
itfully appeared to Capt. W, and his peaple, that the gloom 
which had been feen on the faces of Abva ‘Thulle and his 
attendants, had arifen from their fear of afking a favour which 
it might be inconvenient or dilagreeable to their new friends te 
grant. Abba Thulle then told Capt. W. thatthey were to 
heht in four days ; that he would coll for the people to-mor- 

w, and take them with him to Pelew, the ifland where he 
refided ; 
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vefiJed ; and that he would bring them back as foon after the 
eopagement as poflible : ia the mean time, he faid, he would 
leave with him the fame number of his owa people, fuch as 
might he trufted ; and affured him that all imaginable care 
fhould be taken that the men who went to his affiftance, fhould 
receive no hurt, 

The next day, the 17th, the King came for the men; and 
five out young fellows begged of their comrades to fuffer them 
togo without calting lots (as every man was eager to go), 
which was agreed to. The King, his brothers, and fon, took 
each one in his canoe; and the Englifh giving their comrades 
three cheers at parting, Abba Thalle and all his people, as foor 
as the meaning of it was explained to them, got up and joined 
in returning the falute, 

Thofe who were left behind now fet themfelves earneftly to 
the conftraction of their veifel ; but the five men not returaing 
until the afternoon of the 25th, and this beiag fo much longer 
than the time mentioned by Abba Thalle, Capt. W. and his 
people began to be under very difagreeable apprehenfions on 
their account ; and, in order to render themfelves more inde- 
pencent on their neighbours for the fature, in cafe any thing 
bad fhould have happened, they raifed a barricade round their 
tents, and got one of the great guns and two {wivels from the 
fhip : the former they mounted on its carriage, fo as to com- 
mand the whole entrance into the harbour ; and the two {wi- 
vels were fixed on the ftuwps of tavo trees cut down for the 
purpofe, in fuch a manner, and in fuch pofitions, as would per- 
mit them to be pointed in every neceffary direflion ; and when 
thefe works were completed, they began to think themfelves 
almoft independent of Abba Thulle and nis people. Howevee 
the appearance of their companions, in the afternoon of the 
25th, in good health and {pirits, and accompanied by their old 
friend Raa Kook, difperfod their fears, but did not avate their 
fatisfaclion at finding themfelves enabled to be their own pro- 
tectors. 

The account given by Mr. Cummins, the third mate of the 
Antelope, who was one of the five men that went oa this ex- 
pedition, was in fubitance as tollows : 

‘They Jay on: the 17th, at night, ona finall ifland, about fix 
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they all muftered before the King’s houfe, with their arms, 
which confited of bamboo. darts, from five to eight feet long, 
and pointed with the wood of the betle-nut tree, bearded. 
Thefe they ufe for clofe fighting ; but they had alfo thort ones 
which they threw, by means of a flick of about two feet long, 
toa great diftance. The Englifh embarked in five different 
canoes, in which they went about ten or twelve leagues fill 
farther to the eaftward, calling at feveral villages which belonged 
to Abba Thoile, to refreth, and colleét reinforcements ; and 
about half paft ewo o’clock they arrived in fight of the enemy. 
They had now with them a fleet of sbout 150 canoes, on 
board of which there were above 1000 men ; but of the ene- 
my’s force our people could form no very probable conjecture. 
Before the aétion, Raa Kook went in his canoe clofe to the 
town, and talked tothe enemy fome time, having one of our 
men, named Thomas Dutton, with him ; buat who had orders 
not to fire until afignal, which had been agreed on, fhould be 
given, What the general faid being received by the enemy 
with great indifference, he threw a {pear at them (the fignal 
for battle), which was inftantly returned by a volley from the 
enemy, and Datton fired at the fame time. One man fell 
cire€ly ; and this threw them into fuch confefion, that the 
people on fhore ran away with great precipitation, while thofe 
who were io the canoes leaped into the water and made for 
Jand as fait as they could: a few more mufquets were fired, 
which difperfed the enemy entirely ; and Abba Thulle and bis 
people feemed perfectly fatisfied with this mark of their vic- 
tory, as they never offered to purfue them, nor to make any ufe 
of it, bet to land, and iirip a few cocoa-nut trees of their fruit, 
and carry off a few yams, and other provifion. They immedia- 
tely returned homeward, the King being highly pleafed wich 
his triatph ; and flopped at feveral places in their way, where 
the women brought out {weet liquor for the people to drink ; 
but it being too far to get home that night, the fleet cifperfed 
up feveral creeks, about eight o’clock in the evening, and flept 
tnere. ‘The next day, feaits were prepared in all the neigh- 
bouiing huufes, and about three o’clock in the afternoon the 
people re embarked, and arrived at Pelew the fame evening. 
Here there was nothing but featting and rejoicing all the next 
cay, and on the following morning the fice difmiffed the 
Eng!th, with great marks of fatitfaction, and high encomiums 
on their behaviour and valour. He accompanied therm to the 
waier-lide, and fent two large canoes, laden with yams, and 
other provifions, to their companions ; and the general, Raa 
Kook, would accompany tnem back : thcy, seat gotna 
artlier 
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farther that day than the fmall ifland where they lav the firft 
night; fortheir old friends received them, if poffible, with 
greater hofpitality than before, and were eager to exprefsto 
them, by figns, that they knew how much they had contrie 
buted to defeat the King’s enemies. The next morning, they 
fuffered the Englith to depart, and rejoin their thip-mates.; ana 
Raa Kook faw them fafe to the end of their journey. 

The warriors now joined their companions in labouring at 
their new veffel, which went on with as much expedition as 
could be expected, when the circumftances and the inconvenien= 
cies which they laboured onder, are confilered, 

(To be continued.) 


ap 


The Story of Tanacroand Drufilia , from the Thirty-feventh 
Book of Ariofte’s Orlando Furiofo. 


ARGANOR, the lord of a confiderable territory, in an 

ancient caftle of which he refided, was remarkable far 
the turpitede of his difpofition, Such, indeed, was his favage 
cruelty, that he banithed all the women of his domaia toe 
neighbouring village, prohibiting, on pain of death, the mok 
diftant intercourfe with the other fex; and, whea any ladies, 
how exalted foever in quality and worth, unhappily arrived 
in his territories, he caufed them to be conveyed to a foreft, 
and there tied to trees, with the moft cruel circumftances of 
indignity. 

Three of thefe haplefs ladies were one day refcued from 
their difgraceful fituation by the valiant Rogero, accompanied 
by thofe two beautiful, and no Jefs formidabie heroines, Bradae 
mant apd Marphifa ; who each took one of the lovely viétiass 
behind them on horfeback, and conveyed them to the village 
abovementioned, where, having procured proper clothiag for 
thefe injured damfels, they obferved, with inexpreflible far~ 
prife, that the place was inhabited by females only. Rogero, 
enquiring into the caufe of this fingular circumitance, was 
thus aniwered by one of the unfortunate inhabitants ; 

‘© The lord of yonder caitle was ever crucl and averfe to 
good ; and yet, fora long time, his atrocious difpofition ley 
concealed, His two fons, unlike their degenerate fire, dil 
played every noble inclination to virtae, Their averfion to 
what was bale and cruel feemed invincible, and their, affability 
won the affection of every itranger that vilited their father’s 
court, ‘Thete vilitors were numerous; for, although cheir 
father’s avarice was extreme, his parental fondneds could refufe 
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no indulgence to his fons. Each valorous knight and beauteons 
dame found welcome at the court: and, when they departed, 
they ever fpoke in grateful, and even rapturous terms, of the 
honours they had received. Thefe two objects. of univerfal 
admiration, who were each invefted with the facred name of 
knight, were called Cliandroand Tanacro. Famed alike for 
princely mien and courage, they had fill proved the glory of 
chivalry, if love, with irrefiftible impetuofity, had not invaded 
their breafts, and led them aftray from the paths of virtues 
Among the vifitorsat Marganor’s court was a geptle warrior, 
with his beauteous dame, whofe foft demeanor and blooming 
charms attrafted every eye. Cliandro beheld her; his bofom 
was inflamed by the moft ardent paffion; and the fentiments 
of honour inftantaneoufly vanifhed. Apprehenfive that the 
moment of her departure would be the laft in which he thould 
behold her, and that it would be impoffible to furvive the lofs 
of fuch an adorable obje&t, he puton his armour, and laid in 
ambufh where the knight and hts lady were to pafs. The moe 
mert the intenced viétim approached, he ruihed upon him 
with his lifted fpear, flufhed with the certainty of conqueft and 
of love. Vain, however, were his hopes, and wnequal his 
efforts. The knight pierced his corflet with a mortal wound, 
and purfued his victorioas way. The fatal tidings were car- 
ried to Marganor, who wept over the breathlefs corfe, and 
then commanded his mourning friends to inhume him with his 
anceflors. 

** This melancholy event, however, made no alteration in 
the hofpitality with which every ftranger was received, and 
‘Fanacro was flill diftinguidhed for every act of knightly courtefy. 
But in this ill.fated year came another baron from dittant ree 
pious, accompanied likewife by his gentle dame. Olindro, 
which was his name, was fprung from the eoblelt anceitry, and 
was renowned for bardy feats of arms. Drufilla, his confore, 
was the firlt of her fexfor female charms, and was fil more 
celebrated fur every virtuous excellence, 

** "Tanacro felt for this matchlefs dame the fame guilty paf- 
fion that had infpired bis brother, Unawed by bis melaacholy 
fate, he determined to feize the beauteous prize, and to eme 
ploy more efic€tual means, He planteda party of armed men 
ia {ome caves, who, atafignal given, were torufh out. Ia 
vain Olindro defenced biméelf and his coufort, with the molt 
fignal prowefs. He tell in the unequal conflict, Tanacro 
jeized the lovely widtim, who was frantic with defpair. Oft 
did fhe beg him to put an end to her woes with the fame weas 
pon that had ceftroyed her lord. She plunged fariouily into 
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a river clofe by ; but cruel Fate withheld the wifhed-for deathe 
The attendants refcued her from awatery grave, and bore ber 
lifelefs on a bier to the apartments of Tanacro, who employed 
all the aid of Medicine’s fons, to fave his lovely prey. In the 
mean time, he dreams of future ecitafy ; while his fond heart 
difdains the name of miftrefs. So peerlefs, fo chafte a dame, 
heis ambitious tobind in nuptial chains, Thefe thoughts 
poflefs him might and day. He confeffes his guilt, implores 
forgivenefs, and vows everlafting love in reparation. But the 
more he attempts to footh, the more invincible is her averfion : 
the more the traitor pleads his fuit, the more impatient is fhe 
to avenge her murdered lord. She perceives, however, that 
deceit and art will be neceflary to accomplith her defign. 
With pious cunning, fhe conceals her former love, andeven 
affeéts, with well-diffembled {miles, to liften to the tender tales, 
Her looks beam complacency and peace, while vengeance is 
brooding in her heart. A thoufand fchemes fhe revolves ia 
her bufy mind, which each, io turn, infpire a thoufand refoe 
lutions, At laft, fhe finds, that ker life alone can purchafe the 
wifhed revenge ; and the prepares, accordingly, for death ; 
happy io the idea that her laft moments will avenge her 
murdered confort. . Joy f{parkles in her countenance, languifh- 
ing with foft defire, as if impatient once more to light the 
torch at Hymen’s fire. Her native charms are adorned with 
every grace of art, and her firft lord feems banifhed from her 
foul, One boon alone fhe begs, that their hands may be 
joined by the nuptial rites of her own country ; Not that the 
rites fhe now claimed were really cuftomary in her country ; 
it was a device the more readily to accomplifh her revenge. 
And hence, with virtuous treachery, the dame defcribes to the 
enamoured prince, the imaginary ceremonies fhe had feigned, 

** Each dame,” fays fhe, ‘* that quits her widowed ftate, 
muft firft appeafe her angry lord’s departed thade with holy 
maffes and folemn requiems, in order, in the temple where 
his bones are jaid, to abfole his foul from polluting fains, 
Thefe rites performed, the bridegroom may then bring the 
nuptial ring to his intended fpoute, In the mean time, the 
prieft, with folemn prayer, isto make ready the confecrated 
chalice. He muit then pour the hallowed wine from it, and 
preient the cup to toe happy pair, But firit he gives the wine 
to the bride, whofe lips inilantly receive her portion of the 
facred draught.” 

** Tanacro readily confents tobe bleffed with her cltarms 
according to the cuftoms of her native land. With anfuipi- 
cious rapture, he bids her difpofe all the rites at her own picae 
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fare. His foul, intent alone upon one objec, is incapable df 
perceiving the lurking {nare. 

“* Drofilla had long retained an ancient dame near her per 
fon, who was now her fifter in captivity, She took her afide, 
and whifpering, faid,—‘* Prepare afpeedy poifon in a vafe, 
and bring it to me. The day of vengeance arrives, when 
Marganor’s detefted fon fhall fall. Iwill explain it to you 
another time. But, truft me, you and I fhall depart in fafety.” 
—The beldame goes to prepare the poifoned bowl, and returns 
with it tothe palace. She mixes the powerful drugs wita 
Candian wine, and prefents it to her miftrefs, who, with dire 
defign, preferves it for the approaching day, which the paf- 
fionate youth is impatient to accelerate.” 

The fcene which follows is thus beautifully tranflated by Mr, 


Hoole : 


The day appointed to the temple came 
With gold and jewels deck’d the lovely dame ; 
Where late with pomp.of funeral fplendor grac’d, 
On columns rais’d her bufband’s tomb hhe plac’d. 
‘There hymns were fung in folemn notes and loud, 
And round of either fex.a mingled crowd 
Attentive ftood : ftern Marganor was there, 
With him his fon, both with exulting dir, 
And many a friend to hail the wedded pair. 

At length the nuptial ceremony o’er, 
Behold th’ inftruéted prieft is feen to pour 
The wine and poifon biett ; to her he gives 
The golden cup, the bride the cup receives 
With fleady hand ; the to the brink applies 
Her cheerful lip, and drinks what may {uffice 
For decency and death ; then with a face 
To {miles compos’d, refigns the fatal vafe 
To her new lord ; with uniufpecting foul 
He takes the gift, and drains the deadly bowl. 

The cup return’d, he flies with open arms, 
Eager to clafp his lov’d Drufilla’s charms : 
When lo ! each foft, each female grace is fled, 
And kindling furies o’er her features {pread ! 
She throfts him back, his loath’d embraces flies, 
While light’ning flafhes from her fiery eyes, 
Then with a dreadful voice and faltering tone, 
«© Traitor 1’ fhe cries, ‘* infernal fiend, be gone ! 
Shalt thou a life of love and folace know, 
And give my days to pals in tears and wor? 

O no= 








le oF 


ide, 
fe, 
hen 
you 
yp.” 
ns 
th 
ire 
if 





ce 








THE WEEKLY. ENTERTAINER, 4347 


© no—this hand its juft revenge obtains, 

And theds deftruétive poifon in thy veins. 

Thou dy’ft—but ah ! it grieves my foul to view 
So mild a punifhment thy crime purfue ! 

Tonly grieve that thefe unhappy eyes 

See in thy death {o poor a facrifice. 

*'Fis:all I can—fince more the Fates deny, 
Another world may every with fupply : 

There fhalt thou, wretch, in ever-during chains 
Lament, while “prefent I enjoy the pains !” 

Then to the fkies the rais’d a dying look, 
Half-cheer'd to {miles, and thus with tears the {poke, 
** Yet thou accept, O ever honour’d moft, 

This vengeance paid to thy offended ghott. 
Olindro take for thy lamented life 

This vietim offer’d by thy widow’d wife: 

And, O! for me the King of Heav’n entreat 
This day with thee in paradife a feat : 

If none without defert inhabit there, 

To heaven’s high King my {potlefs trath declare : 
Tell him, I dare approach his hallow’d reign, 
Rich with the triumph of yon monfter flain: 
What greater virtue lives than her’s whofe hand 
From oh fell plagues can free a groaning land !” 
She ceas’d 5 and ceafing, life forfook her breatt, 
While her pale looks a feeming joy exprefs’d 

To {fee the traitor thus refign his breath, 
Whole guile had wrovght her iov’d Olindro’s death. 


** The rage of Marganor, when he faw this only fon expire, 
is not to be defcribed. ‘Two fons had been his, that each owed 
his miferable end to woman. Grief, pity, love, defpair, and 
fell revenge, alternately ruled his brealt. Confli€ting paffions 
prevailed by turns, like ‘the foaming waves when agitated by 
the furious wind. He fought Droiilla ; but ere he could ape 
proach her, fhe was no longer fenfible to his rage. Have you 
icen the fnake, that with his teeth attempts to bite the fpear, 
that nails him tothe ground? Or have you feen the mattiff 
furioufly rufh upon the itone, hurled by fome paifing traveller ? 
More fell than {nake or maitiff, Marganor flew to attack Dru- 
filla’s pale and breathlefs corfe. Satiated with impious out. 
rage againit the dead, he next turned his fword againit the 
dames chat filled the facred fane. We felt the havock of his 
murderous weapon, as the grafs falls before the mower’s fcythe, | 
Full thirty ladies beftrewed the bloody pavement, while a 

2Xz hundred 
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hundred fled wounded from the temple. In fuch terror did 
his people hold him, that none durit oppofe his flaughtering 
hand. Some grieving friends, at laft, led him reluctant to 
the caftle’s height, while all below was terror and diftra¢tion.”’ 

Such was the dreadful narrative which the unfortunate fe- 
male exile gave to Ropero, and the two heroines, his com- 
panions, She related alfo, as mentioned before, the cruel 
hatred which the tyrant bore to the fex, in confequeace of this 
fatal cataftrophe. The fequel may be imagined. Rogero, 
Bracamant, and Marphifa, fally forth the next morning, to 
attack the tyrant. He is incapable of refitting their matchlefs 
prowefs. ‘They take him prifoner ; reftore the exiled dames 
totheir weeping families; and put the moniter to a lingering 
death, as the only atonement for fo many beauteous victims of 
his cruelty, 





Memoirs of the late Sir Robert Tayhr. 


HE father of Sir Robert Taylor was the great flone- 
mafon’ of his time ; like Devall, in the prefent day, he 
gota valt dealof money ; bat again, unlike him altogether, he 
could not keep what he got. When life was lefs gaudy than 
itisnow, and when the elegant iodalgences of it were rare, 
old ‘Taylor the mafon enjoyed them all. He révelled at a villa 
in Effex; and, asa villa is imperfe’ withoat a coach, he 
thought it neceflary to have that too. To drive on thus ata 
good rate, is generally thought pretty p'eafant by moft men ; 
but it is not apt to be pleafant to their heirs. It was fo here. 
For, excepting fome common {chooling, a fee when he went 
pupil to Sir Henry Cheere, and jutt money enough to travel 
on a plan of frugal ftudy to Rome, Robert Taylor got nothing 
from his father. 

Before that plan at Rome was completed, his father cied, 
and the fon, whofe heart through life was high and warm when 
it beat towards any kind emotion, then fhewed what his fecl- 
jog muft be by what his enterprize was. Onthe firft tidings 
ot his father’s illnefs he tried to hurry home, but as there was 
a war on the Continent, as that war required certain paffperts, 
and as paffports, like other things, will not come when they 
are called, Tay:or, with amiable alacrity, determined to do 
without them, and circamvent the rifk he could not hope to 
overcome. Aifuming the apparel of a Friar, he joined another 
Francifcan, and fo pailed unmoletted through the enemy’s camp. 
That apparel, it is not to be wondered at, Sir Robert ever 

made | 
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made a point of keeping. His fon’s fentiment. need hot to ibe 
feared. It will be carefully kept for ever. é 

When Taylor came to look at home, he found, like Wolfey, 
he had nothing. bat his robe and_ his integrity ; ‘that to live he 
muft work ; and,to live toany good purpofe, his work maf be 
good. He therefore fet about it in good earneft :. for pecuniary 
aids he found never-failing friendfhip in the Godfrey family of 
Woodford ; and, for advance in art, all that by application 
could be done he never ceafed todo. Ina little time he did 
fo much and fo well, that, when Cornwall’s monument was to 
come, it was voted tocome from Taylor. His beft work asa 
ftatuary was Gueft’s* monument, near the north door of the 
Abbey. The Britannia at the Bank, and the bas relief ia the 
Manfion-houfe pediment, are his. 

His method of working as a ftatuary, was to bolt, as they 
call it, to hew out his heads from the block ; and except fome 
few finifhing touches, to leave the reft to his workmen. After 
the works juft mentioned he relinquifhed ftatuary, unlefs inci- 
dentally a houfe ornament, and confined his purfuits to archi« 
tecture. 

As an architest, he was ftrong, in ftrong departments of his 
art. He was farein his priaciples, and moft correc in their 
application. His plans were free from faults, and fometimes 
full enough of beauty. Ona reference to beauty, perhaps his 
Richmond villa for Sir Charles Afgill is the bet. For a per- 
tormance on a large fcale, the mott complete dwelling-houfe 
that he built was for Sir P. Taylor, at Purbrook, under 
Portfdown-hill, 

The magnificent additions to the Bank are his grandeft work. 
And thefe, when a foreigner of the firit taile, M. de Calonne, 
faw them, he pronounced them, with no exception but St. 
Paul’s, the firft architecture in London. 

Betides thefe, the following are his: The Duke of Graf- 
ton’s, in Piccadilly ; Lord Howe, in Herts; Lord Radnor’s 
additions in Wilts ; Lord Clarendon’s alterations in Herts : 
Lincola’s-inn ftone building ; Elyehoufe, Dover ftrect; Sir 
John Boyd’s, at Darfon ; Mr. Gower’s, near the South Sea- 
houie, was his firit ; Lord Grimtton’s at Gorhambury, bis laft 
private work. London-bridge, aliered in 1746 and 1753, as 
it ftands at prefent, he did in conjunétion with Dance. 

He for fome time had a feat at the Board of Works ; he was 
Surveyor to the Admiralty, to the Foundling-bofpital, and 
when Athens Stuart died he got Greenwich. Thefe, with 
furveyorihips and agencies out of number, from fome indeed 








asa THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


of the fir property in the kingdom, as the Paltney eftate, &c. 
complete the catalogue of the works on which he was empluyed. 

Thefe were all his works—and thefe were all well—for his 
employers were fatished.—But he did his beit when he worked 
fot himfelf. As the architect of his owm fortane, there is no 
iofiaace in art like it. Kent died worth 10,0001, Gibbs had 
about a5,cool, Sir C. Wren had 50,000) and yet befides 
she: fixit. palace, the firit hofpital, and the firft eathedral——Se. 
Pasi’s, Greenwich, and Hampton-court—Wren built fifty-five 
churches, the Monument, and feven other public buildings. 
Sir‘R.. Paylor’s. property amounts to 180,000]. and yet he 
told the writer of this account, ‘* when he began life, he was 
wet worth eighteen pence!” This aftonithing accumulation was 
the growth of his lafi forty years. His age was 74. Had he 
lined to g1, the age of Sir C. Wren, can it be computed what 
had been bis property then | 

Such are the triumphs of tkilfal induftry, dauntlefs feltedenial, 
ceconomy of money and of time; What the King of Pruflia 
did fer fcienee, Taylor did for trade ; he never flept after four 
in the morning. When he had any journey, he did it in 
the night, and thus never bot in a carriage flept at all. When 
other people were at diverftons, he was in bed, His diet, 
medically prefcribed him, was little animal food, and no wine. 
From the firength of his ftamina it appeared that his life 
might have been longer, had he lived like other men. 

Sir Robert did not want any admonition from Johnfon, 
not to ule his pencil ona Sunday——he was never-failing in the 
Sunday duties of his church, In the moral wifdom of his 
life, he fcemed equally tobe envied. As a hofband and a fa- 
ther, not many can do as muach—and few need with todo 
more. That he knew the value of money cannot be doubted. 
Ir did not weigh with him at all, when put againft any relative 
claim. When his fon, by a feries of good conduct, came out 
in life with proportionably good report, Sir Robert transferred 
tohim at once 20,0001, When he came into Parliament, the 
fettiement was increafed to zoool. a year. And when the 
other day Sir Robert bid 48,000]. for au eftate in Bucking- 
hamfhice, he meant it as another prefent to his for. Ali bis 
arrangements of expence were unfparing in holpitality within 
doors, or in bounty without. 

When he flepped forward in any public. traft, in the ma. 
giftracy, or in tne little policies of his diltriét, as far ashe 
went, his intelligence and free {pirit carried all before hun. 
Such was the experienced purity of bis intentions, that they 
were often taken epon truit, when from inadequate utterance 
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they were dubious, and fo might not have been taken at dill. 
His conduct as Sheriff of London was exemplary. ‘Thea‘he 
was knighted. 

In focial intercourfe, and the friendly fervice of his affociates, 
hisicharacter rifes above all eltimate. Nothing in ‘natere could 
be more endearing ; nothing felfih was to be feen in him® 
For others only he feemed to live and move. His time, his 
money, experience of life, affiduoas effort, remote influence, 
all were ready ! He was all inventive with and ftrenvous co- 
operation. Nay even at the laft, in the:confcious approach of 
death, and not an hour before it came, his friends whom he 
could ferve were uppermoft in his thoughts! He gave ‘fome 
directions in their behalf; nay, he fafpended the confolations 
of religion literally full half an hour, till he had finithed varie 
ous letters in favour of Mr. Cockerell and Mr. Craig the ars 
¢chiteéts, who had been his pupils, to get them new patronape, 
and to fecure them betterin what they had got! da half aa 
hour after he died ! 

In the difpofition, inthe workings of man, what of virtae, 
what of praife can go beyond this! Such alas! was Sir 
Robert Taylor ! 

In his iceas of property, he was like Lord Hardwicke and 
Lord Mansfield—he averted from the funds, Except the ne- 
ceflary jum to qualify fora vote in Bank-ftock, he had no 
money invelled in public fecurities! Indeed the firft great pree 
fent to his fon, of 20,000]. was in the Confols. ISrith mort 
gages were the favourite employment of his money, and itis 
employment gratifying enough when the intereft is paid ; bat 
that isoften not the cafe, And it was fo with Sir R. Taylors 
in one great concern of 70,0001. he had to fight his way 
through all the horrid impofitions of the law. 

His property thes far is afcertainable, he had 70,000!.0n 
one mortgage, 36,000). on another, and 15,000l. on a thirds 
And when he offered 48,000l. forthe Bockinghamhhire ettate, 
it was underitood he meant not to difturb any former inveite 
ment. 

In 1768 he was worth 40,000]. And then alfo, the intere? 
of this property, with his profeflional income, amounted to 
8o000l. a-year. At that time his vilible expences, and he had 
none not vifible, were about 8ool. a years for it was nor till 
1773 that he kept a carriage, or entered into any expenfive 
ife. 

Inthe education of his fon, asin every other relative claim 
upon him, his liberality knew no bounds, 

Sir 
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Sir-R. Taylor. was very Jucky in his~ purchafe at Springs 
gardens. He bought, thetwo houies, where he. built his own 
houle, of two brothers, for an annuity, and they both died ina 
yeer-and a half, 

The.houfe in Spring-garden is a great curiofity, for the 
ceconomy. of fpace, fanciful fhapes, and multiplied accommo~ 
dations ; as,a mode], and from its dimenfions itis no more, 
thereis fearcely any, thing fo pretty in London. Foreigners 
thould fee it. 

Asa mathematicien, he was the moft fure furveyor of his 
time—-and as an architect, whofe praife is correétnefs, it is not 
eafy to find his equal. But there are points very praife-worthy, 
in which he may be imitated by all—in his zea! for his em- 

loyer—-in his integrity—and in that profeffiona! delicacy, 

om which he. was ever iaterefted in the profit of any work—— 
but confined his emolument merely to the caitomary commiffion ! 





4A Reply to the Anfwer inferted in the Weekly Entertainer 
of July 21, July 28, and Auguft 4, to E. B.’s Letter 
inferted ‘June 23. 


Have not as yet feen Mr. Ramfay’s publication, or any thiog 
from either of the authors quoted ; but at the fame time 
would with to.pay all poffible deference to the works of thofe of 
learning ; notwithflanding what | fo often and of late have been 
an eye watne{sto, it mult be one that has had more recent proofs 
of fuch ufageand mifery as have been mentioned by my worthy 
friend and fome others, to convict me of writing erroneoully ; 
not but what, 1 hope, I am open to conviction. 

Mr. Ramfay difagrees with the major part of the writers.on 
the fobjeét, if he. thinks, it will not injure the planter, com- 
merce, revenue, or fhipping.; however, 1 would not wih @ 
oppofe my opinion or knowledge of the matter, though grounded 
on truths, to fuch a ‘* valuable writer,” as it might be thought 
@ piece of prefumption ; it is a wide field of contention, and 
our determinations will not bias. Patliament one, way or the 
other, and were we both to lay afide our pens on the iubject, 
I conceive it may be no great Jofs to the world—=I thall, how- 
ever, a8 1 am writing, drop a few. more featiments on the 
o¢cafion. 

I don’t knaw of any difcouragement given to the negroes to 

event population, or any bar to their having plenty.of chil- 
- ht but that of there being not fo many females as there..arc 
males. 





































































































THR WEEKLY BNTERTAINER. 353 


inhless—a—¢ "The Englith peafants have not their eyes beat 
ut, their bones broken, their flefh farrowed by the whip 5” 
they are, whet guilty of any crime, frequently flogged, which 
is as bad or worfe than any punifhment the negroe receives, 
even for-a crime, and not for every litsle petty matter which 
you have mentioned s an inftance of either never happened 
where I have been, neither came any of the kind to my know- 
ledge, though bofinefs frequently occafioned me to go many a 
fcore miles ; nearly from one extremity of Jamaica to the other. 

As to their wives being expofed toa bailiffs luft, they are 
little more than the wives of thofe at home, ferving under the 
fame kind of mafter ; on an eftate there are generally five or 
fix young females at the fervice of thefe overlookets, and are 
much pleafed to be thought worthy fach a connection; there« 
fore they muft be to blame to have any peculiar acquaintance 
with the wives of others, neither have they. 

I have feen negroes punifhed by the whip as much as the law 
would allow, yet, no portions of flefh have been cut at every 
ftroke, nor at all ; it has only caufed a protuberance in the thin, 
which they never regard one minute after 5 their punifhment is 
not half fo fevere and cruel as thofe in the army and navy ex- 

ience : One eftate on which I lived getterally curned out 100 
in the field, &c. I do aver, not oneof them was ever punithed 
fofficiently to do them the leaft injury ; nay the preateft part of 
them were fcarce ever ftruck during the whole time I was there ; 
Indeed if negroes mind their work (which if free they mult do 
the fame or flarve), they mees with the greateft encouragementt 
The only flavery it can be faid they feel, is not being their 
own matters, elfe they enjoy every thing the? with, are better 
cloathed and fed than in their own country, in freedom, as you 
call it, bet bow? when they are fubje& to fuch arbitrary 
Princes, and are their flaves, and at their difpofal, when they 
think fits and a great part of them forfeit their freedom by 
breaking the laws of their country, like our coavils, in confea 
quence of which they are fold. 

In Afritea.the mejor part wear but a natrow cloth round their 
waiit ; their provifio® is ho more than rice, roots aid herbs; 
fifth they have in preat plenty near the fhores, but théit indo- 
+ lence-prevents them from catching any, and they wait to pick up 
what is left ‘between the rocks by the ebb tide. 

In the Weit Indies, chey have {fufficient Oznaburgh delivered 
annually for the men to have a frock, and breeches of trowfets, 
+The women enough to make a compleat covering from head. 
to feet, which is made in a manner to their liking; and what 
number of children they have, there is a proper portion des 
Vou, XI, 301, z¥ livered 









334 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


livered for thém at the fame time according to their fize.—-That 
large {pot of ground where their huts are, is not the only one 
allowed ; they have as much as they chofe to-cultivate for pro- 
vifion ground, near the white people’s plantain-walk, and fuf- 
ficieot time given them at: firft to cultivate and plaat it; when 
done, it does not prove to be that * barren foil” you with to 
make it. The plantain or bread tree, the body of whichis 
about the hardnefs of the ftem of a large leek, in proportion to 
its fize, which is better than a foot in girth ; a childof 12 years 
old can cut it down by one blow with a bill : when any tree is 
cut down, there are feveral more grow near where it ftood, 
without any farther trouble ; and there are many trees of cab- 
bages, as well as other eatables, grow {pontaneoufly near the 
fame place. As to yams, cocoas, and many other vegetables ; 
they have them in as great perfection as the white people, and 
they are all very ftrengthening, and preferred by molt white 
perfons to four bread.—By chance, fhould their ground be out 
of condition, they have time given to put it in its original ftate, 
if they afk for it. They eat fometimes of their own hogs and 
fowl, (their fuwls and eggs I have often bought for the eftate’s 
ufe), which they may have, if careful; once or twice a week 
there are either herrings, falt fifh, beef or pork ferved out of the 
tore ; fuch as they are ftrangers to ia their own country.—The 
rivers abound with fih, and the woods with wild hogs, and many 
other quadrupedes, which they may catch and eat, and fome- 
times do. I fhould be very forry to elevate them to a ftate of 
fititioas happinefs, in order to keep them in mifery (if fo it be), 
or to degrade the paor of this country 5 but I can’ view it in 
that light, . 

lf tree to-morrow they-will not be cloathed or live better ; 
their minds may be fomewhat eafed by knowing they are their 
own matters and living idle, as they wilh, and are prone +to ; 
bur if they contrail their present fituation, (notwithftandiag 
they are not their owa, mafters) with that when in their own 
country—to be always harrafled and in fear and dread of being 
made flaves, if they are not, fo before, to one arbitrary Prince or 
other; I will anfwer for them, that they are better off.. Yours 
felf feem to have that ‘* indignation,” not Mr, Clarkion, that 
you onght not to have; weitiog on a lubject, the whole of which 
you Guote from authors, conlequently you know nothiag of if. 
Jt you.think that I have exaggerated on ane fide, 1 find tuat you 
with io do more fo on the oih¢r——itis to be fuppofed chat orners 
have teaver feelings as well as yourfelf, and poilcls as mach hue 
maailys 
Surely 
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Surely all thofe flaves that are annually imported, do not go 
to the old plantations and pens ; there are every year fome new 
ones of each cultivated. Were they all difpofed of to the 
former eftates, the calculation might be more juft ; but asevery 
plantation and pén requires from fifty to feveral hundred negroes, 
fo the méré eftates are opened, the more of courfe are required, 
which partly caufes that great importation, and makes it appear 
to me that fearce one fourth of the negroes die that are come 

uted. For my part I cannot conceive that many ia the naval 
or military department can be competent jadges ; their’s is but 
a tranfient view.—Formerly they may have been treated fomes 
what worfe than they are now ; not then knowing how to fub- 
due fuch a number of ferocious, indoleat, implacable people ; 
but if they were, the cafe is different, and they. now enjoy thofe 
privileges I have mentioned ; therefore hall give no credit to 
every weak affertion. Whoever afferts, that grafs-pathering is 
the moft laborious employment is totally deceived, The grafs 
grows in large tufts almoft clofe to each other, fo that whea 
grown up there is no interval between, and there is a great 
plenty ; any one may cut.in five minutes as much as'is reqaired 
to carry home-It grows on the plantation, and not at that 
*¢ confiderable diftance .”” It is a little, avery litcle diftance 
detached from the cane-pieces, in order (thould it catch fire) ic 
may not communicate to the canes, which would be attended 
with very bad confequences was that the cafe, 


[To be concluded in our next,] 








+On ee. Be GA oe. ee 
SiR, 
N anfwer to J. Whitcombe’s queftion, inferted the ed 
of December laft, wherein he gives the fun’s altitude 
in the fpring of that year at 5 o’clock in the morning, 
16°, and defires to know when and where the obfervation 
was taken, the latitude of the place and fun’s declination 
to be equal—the fender of the queftion ought to have 
known, that there is no place in the torrid zone where the 
fun rifes at five o’clock ; yet, allowing the fun to have that 
aleitude, at that time, it would give the lat. 40° 38’ N.= 
tothe fun’s declination: Of courfe any one who under- 
{tod the mathematics would have known that the fun nce 
ver comes fo far from the equator, 
2¥Y¥2 The 
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The fame perfon has anfwered a queftion of J. Rofs’s, 
wherein is required the beginning and ehding of twilight, 
the 4th of February, 1787: He fays it ends at 5" 14° 30" 
in the morning ; whereas the fun did not rife before 7° 25’, 
—Query, What he calls the time from his ending of 
twilight to fun rife? 

MH OLMES, of the Royal Navy. 





An ENIGMA, by Fada. 


UDICIOUS bards my name explore, 
J For I’ve been known in days of yore, 
To be to man a friend ; 
And ftill continoe you'll conféfs, 
Your ev’ry focial hour to blefs 
Sweet influence to lend. 


Confin’d within a difmal cell, 
Both night and day fm found to dwell, 
A terrible difafter ; ; 
I often go bat never walk, 
And fo profufely often talk, 
ThatI difgrace my mafter. 


To charch I go with the divine, 
And help for to difclofe his mind, 
In fermon or io pray’r ; 
The King, the peafant, and the flave, 
Likewife the coward and the brave, 
My friendly aid do thare. 


A few hints more and then farewell, 

By which my name yoa’ll quickly tell, 
Ye bards of lafting fame 5 

T am onruly, tho” confined, 

I often fcourge ;—but yet you'll find, 
By man I can’t be tam’d. , 


HILL GESESEEEEEE EEE EO SE GE 
Our corre/pondents who Jend us queftions, anagrams, .¢barader, 
rebufis, cnigmas, Se. are defired to pay the poftage of their lets 
ters; and thofe who do not, muft mot expec? to fee what they Jend 


inferted,. 
POETRY. 
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| 4 Monody on the Death of Mr. Woodmafon’st Seven Chil- 
dren, who were burnt to Death on the 18th of Fannary, 
1782, in the Abjence of their Father. 


By Mr, Harrisons 


H! whither, goddefs of the tearful eye, 
A Sadly mouraful dof thou fray 5 
Nor give the agonizing lay, 
And drain, at once, our {prings of forrow.dry ? 
Alas ! thy careis vain; 
Still, fill fhall we.complain ; 
‘Till from the lay we feel excels of grief, 
And reafon, more than mortal, brings relief ; 
Then whither haf thou ftray’d, 
Dear, fympathetie maid ? 
For, ah! no fleep my weeping eyes fhall clofe, 
No peaceful couch my weary limbs repofe, 
Till thy lov’d form betore my fight appears, 
Till thy lov’d voice augments, then dries my tears. 


Say, doft thou fit beneath the fwelling tide, 
Where hoftile navies in proud {plendor ride, 
' And hear th’ embattled fquadron’s join ; 
While, fiercely thundering thro’ the line, 
Britannia’s heroes meet the foe, 
And plunge them in the depths below ; 
Where, 


{ Mr. Woodmafon, an eminent ftationer, lived at the time in LeadenJ 
hall-ftreet, and his houfe was deftroyed by a fudden fire, the progrefs’of 
oe fo extremely rapid, that it was impoflible to fave the lives of 
his children. 
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Where, as their mangled corfes rove 

In Neptune’s now-empurpled feat, 
They deeper dye the coral grove 

‘That decks the angry God’s retreat? 


There doft thou fit, and with faft falling tears 
Lament the haplefs brave 
Doom’d to a watery grave, 

While mad ambition Gallia’s fceptre bears ; 
And, by her vile intrigues, 
Wealth, power, and folly leagues, 

"To aid each black defign her policy conceives: 
Then, tempter-like, the blames 
The rage herfelf enflames 

And, as ber intereft prompts, the dup’d allies fhe leaves? 


Or, rather, goddefs fay, 
Dott thou not mournful ftray, 
Confin’d beyond the Atlantic tide ; 
Where her curs’d arts have torn, 
Ah, never to return ! 
Millions of children from a parent’s fide ! 
While, in the confli& dire 
That ftains the guilty land, 
The age-enfeebled fire 
Falls by his offspring’s hand : 
And e’tn parental fondnefs, that but late 
His youthful darling prefs’d 
To his enraptur’d breatt, 
Amidft the general madnefs, chang’d to hate, 
Secks, in the cruel fight, 
Him once his fole delight ; 
And juttice deeming the relentlefs blow, 
In {pite of nature, lays his offspring low ? 


Alas! in fcenes like thefe, 
Source of perpetual tears ; 
Vain is the hope of eafe, 
For many weeping years ! 
Friends, brothers, lovers, fathers, hufbands flain, 
The ever-itreaming eyes 
Of their dear kindred ties 
O’erwhelming griet will ceafe alone to drain, 
When death thall kindly end their being with their pain. 
Sheathe, 
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Sheathe, fheathe the murderous blade, diftracted men, 
Nor rafhly urge the defolaticg foe; 
Drive civil difcord to her loathfome den, 
And ceafe the hated blaft of war to blow ! 
Are there not ills enough that {pring from private woe ? 


——Blefs’d in -connubial love, the happieft paire~ 
In friends, in fortune blefs’d ! 
Enraptur’d as they prefs’d 
Seven lovely infants in their circling arms, 
And fondly dwelt on all their little charms ; 
Parental love ftill fedulous to trace 
‘The kindred features of each cherub face— : 
Seem’d—did they not more than feem—Heaven’s mof pecaliar 
care? 


Yet, in a moment, lo! the flames afcend, 
Where wrapt in fleep, their deareft treafure lies ; 
And while a mother’s fhrieks the concave rend, 
Defcending angels bear them to the fkies, 


The abfent father but too foon returns ; 
Too foon, from weeping friends, the dreadful flory Jearas; 
Depriv’d of fenfe, all motionle(s he itands, 
And fondly deems 
He only dreams ; 
Then as returning reafon fills his foul, 
Sudden he ‘tarts, as when loud thunders roll, 
And lifts his {peaking eyes, acd clafps his trembling hands. 


Vain is the power of language, to exprefs 

The mother’s pangs, the father’s deep diftrefs : 
A nation weeps the anmatch’d private woe, 

And {wift from royal eyes the drops of pity flew. 


Alas! no ftranger hears 
The melancholy tale, 
But down his vifage pale 
Fatt fall the chaciog tears— 
E’en tho’ a parent’s Olifs he mever. knew ; 
Or, knowing, never bade one {miliog babe adieu. 


Ceafe, bufy memory, ceafe ! 
s pare the Heari-FCucing groan f 
To heal their wounded peace, 


Whofe 
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Whole poignant griefs too long remain'd onfang, 
The mournful harp, at: friendthip’s call, I Rrung, 
And not to wake my-own tI. 


And thall thefe eyes, that view’d the fever’s flame 

Shrink day by day a firft-born darling’s frame ; 

That faw, convuls’d, a fecond infant lie; 
Recal the deadly fcenes, and ftitl continue dry ? 


‘Tho’ countlefs fighs the tortar’d bofom heave, 
Tho’ countlefs tears the unélos’d orbits leave 5 
Time, the great foother of the homan breaft, 
Perfoades, at jength, ** whatever is, is beft,” 

- And-gives the bofom peace, the weary cye-lids reft, 
*Tis his to heal the agonizing {mart 
That long has rack’d each haplefs parent’s heart 3 
By means unknown a tranqail calm to give, 

And bid the drooping mourners feck to hive. 


The embryo infant now the mother beats, 
(So heaven decrees) 
Shall bring them eafe, 
%. And fmooth the path of their declining years. 


But ah! what fofferers in this mortal ftate, 
Can ever hope to know 
No interval of woe ? 
And leaft, where mott they’ve felt th’ afflidtive hand of fate, 


Then grieve not, if th’ Almighty has ordain’d, 
Their deeply feffering hearts thal! fill be pain’d ; 
As fond remembrance heaves th’unbidden figh, 
As ftarts the gufhing flood to either eye, 
When their new pledge fits-prattling on their knees, 
And fome forgotten charm fad recollection fees ! 


Yer, asthe foft diftrefs they turn to hide, 

And want of memory, want of feeling, chide 3 
Their lovely fmiling boy, 
Shall bring them back to joy 5 

And kind religion, ever prompt to fave, 

Claiming their gratitude for what they have, 

Shall bid them imite their breaft and fay, 

‘© Thou, Lord, baft yiven—and thou haft taken away,” 








